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New York Theatre Diary 


Carousel- City Center 6/2/54. Third production of the NYC Light Opera Co.With 
Jo Sullivan, Chris Robinson, John Conte and Bambi Lynn.Directed by William Hanmer- 
stein . The Homeward Loch- Theatre De Lys- 6/3/64. John Carabedian and Philip Meist- 
er present a new cémedy by Effie Young and Ernest Pagano. With Vicki Cummings, Roddy 
McDowell,and Pat Malone. Directed by Mark Gordon...Side h Side- Westport Country 
Playhouse 6/14/54, A new political comedy by William MoCisery with Faye Emerson, dir- 
ected by Luther Kennett. New play tryout. 


Current Theatre Reviews 


Montserrat- Barbizon Plaza 5/25/54. 5 cons - d 1 80-80 vote greeted the revival 
of the Lillian Heflman drama presented by Maur 1% Glazer, Jack and Harry Gresen. Pro- 
duction which had been staged earlier at Equity Library Theatre marks the first sych 
to move do a professional production, on or oii Broadway, The effort is commendable, 
but futile,summed up Shanley,Times. Edward Johnson playing the lead role handled on 
Broadway by Emlyn Williams falls short of what is required,Times man fears. Herridge, 
Post,panned it as a poor play, dut of date, done statically. It is not performed with 
any great skill or inspiration, noted Hawkins, World Telegram & Sum. Inspite of sev- 
eral minor criticisms, Sheaffer,Eagle, found it moving in spots, Show closed after 4 
performances. 


Dallas Report 


Theatre '54,Dallas,Texas presented a week of repertory of 5 of the 9 new plays 
presented by Margo Jones this winter. Atkinson,Times, covered 5 of them, The Heel 
by Samuel Raphaelson was rated as one of those pieces of hackwork that entertain 
thousands of playgoers, enrich author and producer and isolate a few boyish dissente 
ers. Critics should disqualify themselves from reviewing plays of this kind,he be- 
11 vos. The Purification by Tennessee Williams and The spouts of Bellac by Jean Gir- 
eudoux Were presented on one bill and complement each other perfect, critic reported, 
Former is tone poem for stage which evokes mood and imagery by the balanced sound 
of words,the music of style,antiphonal choral comments and guitar interpolations, 
The latter is a little gen of ironic humor that gaily satirizes the foibles of civi- 
lized people, always allusive,never literal. Bother were perfectly presented, 


NYC Amusement Tax Fought 


The dangers of the proposed 5% amusement tax due to be levied by NYC was point- 
ed out in many editorals. The tax is not going to holp the theatre box office mich 
ie already in trouble,notes Times. Paper suggests passage of overnight tax on mtos 
instead to raise the needed revenue. Theatre men should have a fair hearing before 
such an wnfair tax is passed, ur ges Herald Tribune, The entertainment industry is to 
be floored instead of a political house cleaning,points out World Telegram & Sun, A 
higher real estate tax would be a wiser solution,suggests News, Variety and Billboard 
both warned that if NYC succeeds in passing such a tax, other cities will follow suit, 


Other suggestions for means to raise revenue for NYC include a tax on juke boxes, 
an admission tax on free TV seats, and a levy on cars using city bridges to Leng Is- 
land, Public hearings on the bill were held by the City Council on Tuesday. 
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Off Broadway 


No Tears for eek a new comedy by 
Harro Neller and featuring Marina Fiory 
will be presented June 1-6 at Provinoe- 
town Playhouse. Answer the Sph and 
and Benn 
willbe presented June 4-6 by the drama 
group of National Srts Club, 15 Grenmer- 


oy Park. . Dt Players will present 


a program of drema and music dune 4 at 
242 W 14, 


Tophatters will close its 16th season 
under direction of Robert Carson with the 
presentation of Jean Kerr's comedy b 
Kissed Me, 11-12 at Central 5 
Hans on Place, 3rooklyn,..Robinson Jeffers' 
The Creten Women will be presented at the 


Provincetown Playhouse July 6, staged by 
Hovard Harcuse. 


Murder in Three Keys, the Dr. Erik 
Chisholm opera whiod opens the scason of 
"Punch Opera“ at Cherry Len e July 6, will 


feature Jane Craner, John Hiller and Ric- 
hard Rous sin. 


Off Broadway closings this week in- ~ 
clude Montserrat(See Page 1 for Reviews), 
Hamlet, Three . Opera, and The Boy 
With « Cart, Also Here anes the Clowns, 
Which had expected to run ou e 20, 
closed due to illness of a leading player. 


The Sea Gull closes at Phoenix on 


June 13. There are no plans to bring the 
production to Broadway. 


Vaudeville 


Sth Anniversary of the return of 
vaudeville to Palace was welcomed by 
8 oritics. Bill headed by Lillian Roth 
end Smith & Dale continues through June 
4. Reviewers were unanimous in their 
praise of Miss Roth, though they differ= 
ed on merits of supporting acts.Hawkins, 
World Telegram & Sun,doubts if she will - 
ever be out of work again. Hebridge,Post, 
found program nostalgic. Roth's voice was 
tabbed as forthright and courageous, but 
with little emotion, She still thrills 


like an earlier Ethel Merman, rates Quinn, 
Mirror 


1 Theatre Film Notes 
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Desire Under the Elms will be 
filmed by Paremount...kionerd III 
starring Laurence Olivier w 
filmed in color in Englond...Bull- 
fight will be filmed in Mexico by 
Fiesta Productions with Rita Gn. 
The Seven r Itch film. to be pro- 
duced Fry Fox will star 
Marilyn Monroe...Oklahoma film may 
star Gordon Macoraéeses: Am A Camera 
wil] nn filmed in London s fa y 
Ron: lass HIlns . Har ry Belafonte and 
Seni. ‘eiley will be featured in Car- 
itt Jones film to be made by Otto 
‘SyomingereeeThe Crucible may be pro- 
duced in England. 


1 Theatre Book Notes 


"Bishop of Broadway", Craig Tim 
berlake's biography of David Belasco 
will be published in Sept by Library 
Publishers. "Sophocles" by F J H Let- 
ters (Sheed & Ward) discuss eg the life 
and works in terms of Greek civilizat- 


fomeeTeahouse of August Moon has been 
published by Putnam. 

Theatre Record Comments ' 


Nals “Arias Sung and Acted” will 
prove bot} irnctructive and entertain- 
ing to the vast majority of musio lovers 
and dommright invaluable to students, 
praises Watt, News, Actors included on 
dise include Judith Anderson as Carmen, 
U.. orah Kerry as Mimi,and Dennis King 
ar Pagliacci. 


Broadway Map 
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Instead of the usual “Playgoer's 
cuide“ insert, CD presents to its sub- 
scribers an “Off Broadway chart“ which 
shows the locations of Greenwich — 
age theatres. This map was prepared by 
Allen Flagge “Playgoer's Guide” vi th 
acourate,up to date information on our 
rent shows will resume next week, 
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Green Room Department 


WO ENGLISH „London ts West End theatres are divided on smoking, with about 
half allowing emoking during the show. "Stage" editorial condemns the practices 
Playgoers should be reminded,the British tradepaper states, that they are quick 
enough to complain when they cannot hear the acts. So why not, editorials asks, 
give them a fair chance to work under favourable conditions,..The virtues of 
“dressing up“ to attend the theatre were is ted by Beverly Baxter, London Express. 
The males cleaning up freshens the mind,ar.d sresupposes a bath and. light shave, 
In addition the dress industry, the restaurant business, tho lewidries,and the 
flower shops will all benefit. 


SEASON'S TOTALS...Variety's annual roundup of hits and flops shows 7 hits listed’ 
for the 1955-54 season. They are Caine Mutiny, Confidential Clerk, Kind Sir, 
Sabrina Fair, Solid Gold Cadillac, Tea and Sympathy and Teahouse of the Aug 


ust Moone Though all totals are not in yet, the trade paper lis ts 29 failures 
for the season. 


ACTORS 8 DEL NES. „ „The number of performers with solid business sidelines is sur- 
prisingly large, reports Burr,Playbill, Flower shops are run by Julie Haydon 
and Joshua Logan. Richard Tucker ows a piece goods store, Nadine Conner is 4 
dress designer, James Melton trades in antiq-e cars, Susah Reed runs an antique 
shop in Greenwich Village. Also Burl Ives has a goat farm,and Victor Borge has 


a chicken farm, Betty Comden runs an East Side gift shop, Eddie Albert produces 
educational films. 


CRITICAL THOUGHTS...Summer theatre fans would like to see and would pay for more 
modern fare than they have been getting, suggests Chapman, Newa. „ Produders make 
a mistake in thinking playgoers are more interested in comfort than good shows, 
points out Kerr, Herald Tribune...Dramas which cause people to fight and scream 


over their merits or lack thereof are healthful for the theatre, notes Watts, 
Poste 


RICE TRIBUTE..eTimes Drema Mailbag letter from Ken Parker states that the late Vernon 
Ri oe, drama editor of the NY Post, demonstrated wmselfish kindness, understanding 
and completeinterest in all little theatre ervu s struggling for existence and 
recognitioneHe firmly believed every act, ::rector,playwright and producer,no 
matter how unknown, was entitled to a “fuir hearing.” 


INTERVIEW HI-LITES.eeNo one wins success overnight, Carol Haney, The Pajama Game, 
told Peck, ines. You have to work for years, the dancer continued. The only 
thing that happens overnight is recognition. Not talent, 


* Pros & Cons by MK . 


NYC government which in the past has at lower prices CAN do something about 
done little or nothing to encourage any it. First he must join the movement to 
segment of the entertainment industry,now kill the proposed new tax. Then in the 
believes a 5% tax on amusement admissions same way he must join movements to de- 
is the solution to their financial mess, mandfrom the City Council concessions 
Lack of forsight in the past rae seen the for the building of new playhouses to 
moving of the entire film industry,and a make investments in same more attract~ 
large segment of the TV industry out of ive, Finally by attending more plays, and 
town, The theatre fan who wants to see not just hit plays, prices will event- © 
more and better plays in new playhouses ually come down, It's work, but worth it, 


Actors Equity Association contract talks with the League of NY Theatres will 
continue until this Thursday, the day preceding Equity's scheduled annual meeting. 
Barlier last week Equity threatonsd a “staggered” strike under which one hit would 
have been closed per night. The union is seeking a $95 weekly minimum wage for chorus 
workers, $120 a week for all performers on the road, $70 week for rehearsals „ anda 
5% employer pay roll contribution for a welfare fund, 700 members of Actors Equity 
and Chorus Equity are currently employed in Broadway show: ; 


Plays 


Ondine will close July 3 due to film commitments,but may return in fall with 
Mei Zetterling in the role now acted by Audrey Becburn. . . Locmrd Sillman will pre- 
sent Mrs. Patterson next season starring Eartho © . eBugene O'Neill's A Moon For 
The M P Will be presented in the fall de % Ensemble ,new repertory company. 
Jeol! suf vper@ musical being written by Harold .rlen and Johnny Mercer will de pre- 
sented ty same cast now touring Porgy And Besr, 


People 


May 31 4s Replacement Day in NY Theatre. Some of the changes in current casts 
includesLeora Dana, Tod Andrews and Frederic Worlock enter Sabrina Fair, Joan Fon- 
ta ine and Anthony Perkins enter Tow and Sympathy, Barry Sulliven replaces Henry Fonda 
in Caine Mutiny Court Martial, N 5 


and Barbara Baxley enter 0h Men, ch Women, 
Harry Belafonte leaves 


nac, and Gordon Mills replaces Carl Low in Kin 


of Hearts 
„Frances Ber ridge has been Rams to succeed the late Vernon Rice as drama edita of 
NY Post. Miss Herridge will cover Off Broadway productions in addition to her present 


coveraze of dance and music events,, „Shirley MacLaine subbed for several days for 
Carol Haney, The Pajema Game, latter having sprained her ankle, 


Sumner Playhouses 

St. John Terrell's Lambertville, NJ ,Music Cirous opens its 6th season June 4 
with The Chocolate Soldierss.Oakdale Musical Theatre at Wallingford,Conn, opens June 
22. Bankhead will tour in Deer Charles this summer 


Other Br oadwe ys 


London production of The Fifth Season closedeesOklahoma will tour US in producte 
ion transported by buses and trucks In Mex Mayo, Philip Mathiag and Jean Barrerre 


presentation. . Teahouse of August Moon with Oscar Karlweis won rave notices in Vienne 
e pte has passed a providing for the restoration of Washington,D.C.'s Ford 
eatre. 


CRITICAL DIGEST 
505- th Ave, NYC 


— — 


First Class Mail 


. 


: 


FCC 

F)) 

E‚T 

“ 

CCC 

„„ 

: 

4 

VV 

FF 


